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Yankton,                              SD-
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Today, Senator Tim Johnson (D-SD) and                              Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (D-SD) convened                              a hearing in Yankton to hear from providers, small                              business owners and South Dakotans about the challenges                              in the health care system and priorities for South                              Dakota as health care reform moves through Congress.                              
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The                              information shared by this diverse cross-section of                              individuals will play an important role as Johnson                              and Herseth Sandlin advocate for the unique needs                              of rural states in the health care debate and work                              with their colleagues to ensure that any final bill                              appropriately recognizes the needs within South Dakota                              and across rural America.
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“I                              believe Congress has a moral obligation to fix the                              problems that plague health care in America, and recent                              events have demonstrated that we also have an economic                              incentive to do so. When families go without health                              insurance, they receive less preventive care and often                              must undergo more costly medical treatment when illness                              progresses undetected. We must stop the trend that                              causes more and more families to pay more for insurance                              that covers less. It is imperative we protect what                              works in our health care system, especially the relationship                              between patient and doctor, but fix what is broken,”                              Johnson said.
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“Effective                              health care reform can put thousands of dollars back                              into the pockets of South Dakota families while improving                              health care quality for all South Dakotans.”                              Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “As Congress begins                              the process of drafting legislation to fix our country’s                              broken system of care, it’s critical that rural                              America has a seat at the table in shaping this reform.                              I appreciate the willingness of today’s panelists                              to share their personal experiences with the health                              care system as this invaluable testimony will help                              me in my efforts to ensure that health care reform                              is fair to rural states like South Dakota.”
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Confirmed                              first panelists include Pat Norin of Centerville;                              Steph Neesser of Dakota Dunes; Jody Clarke of Yankton;                              and Mark Hunhoff of Yankton. The second panel will                              include Pam Rezac, President and CEO of Avera Sacred                              Heart in Yankton; Brian Kaatz, Dean of the USD Department                              of Health Sciences; Jeff Stingley, Director of Public                              Affairs at the Sioux Falls Good Samaritan Society;                              Angie O’Connor, Director of Avera Sacred Heart                              Wellness Center; and John Mengenhausen, CEO of Horizon                              Healthcare.
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Today’s                              hearing is the second in a series of three organized                              by Senator Johnson and Rep. Herseth Sandlin. A similar                              event was held in Sioux Falls yesterday and will be                              held in Mitchell tomorrow. 
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